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RELIGION

Therearean estimated 4,200 religionsin the world which can be categorized into several main ones. These
include Christianity, Roman Catholicism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and Judaism. Constantine's Roman
Catholicism is often categorized under Christianity. Of course, there are many smaller religions that are too
numerous to list in this short study. But we will mention that Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Judaism arealwaysincluded inthelist of religions. They areknown asthe"Big Five." It has been estimated that
about 85 percent of the global population identifies with areligious group.

With there being thousands of religions, small to gigantic in number, throughout the world, most of them
claimthat their'sisthe only true one. Regardless, and bar none, religion is one of the most |oved and most hated
thing known to man. Politics, however, is a close runner up! If a person belongs to a church organization or
political party, they generally lovethemwith all their might, and sometimeswith suchlovethat it isgreater than
that for their wife, husband and children. They also hate their opposing party with undeterred passion. It seems
that they would even murder them if therewas no threat of the law for doing so. Thisissurely true, for we know
peoplewhosereligion and/or politicsareforemost intheir lives. Their prideand interest inthosetwo fieldsseem
to tower over al things; for they are virtually gods to them and worthy of paying absolute allegiance to them.

The other side of the story is hatred toward religion and is more common than many may thin. Given some
reflection on its infamous history, this is understandable. Throughout the ages, wars have been fought over
religion, and millions have been persecuted, imprisoned, tortured, and martyred by the command of religious
over-lords, popes, cardinals, bishops, and their representatives.

One such religious atrocity took placein 1209 A.D. in Béziers, France. Arnaud Amalric (later to become
archbishop of Narbonne) was named a papal |legate and inquisitor and was sent by Pope "Innocent” the l1l with
Peter of Castel nau to attempt the conversion of the Albigensians. Failing in this, he distinguished himself by the
zeal with which he incited men by his preaching to the crusade against these heretics. He was in charge of the
crusader's army that sacked Béziers.

When it was discovered that there were Catholics mingled with the heretics, Arnaud Amalric, was asked:
“3Sr, what shall we do, for we cannot distinguish between the faithful and the heretics.” The abbot is said to
havereplied "Kill themall, and let God sort them out." And they killed everyone, even those who fled into the
church. No cross or altar or crucifix could save them. The clergy were killed too, as well as the women and
children. From 10,000 to 20,000 were slaughtered that day, and this was done in the name of God and the
church. Events such asthis are easily seen for what they were; at least by those who have not been thoroughly
seduced and hardwired by the spirit of religion. Unfortunately, theworksand words of the serpent arenot aways
so obvious, especially when given prestigious titles; such as, Priest, Bishop, Arch-Bishop, Pastor, Father,
Shepard, Elder, Deacon, Pastor, Prophet, and the list goes on and on. The impression many have of thosetitle
carriersis someone who never misses achurch service, their daily lives appear spotless, they are never seenin
bars or the liquor section of stores, they areinvolved in church activities, and always faithful to their church's
doctrine. For most of the world, at least the church world, being religious stands out with honor. It is a
prestigious goal for which many strive.
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One of the earmarks of religion for some churchesisto be perpetualy at war against Satan. This Satan is
usually viewed by them as having to do with sins of the flesh, such as drunkenness, adultery, prostitution,
homosexuality, rape, incest, murder, and the likes. He is accused of tempting men, women, and children to
submit to mild sins such astelling little white lies to outrageous sins; but we surely remember something one
of the apostles said: "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, | am
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man istempted,
when heisdrawn away of hisown lust, and enticed.” James 1:12-14.

Fromwheredo thetemptations of lust come? From thedevil ? From the serpent? No! Our brother who knew
man's nature said it wasfrom his own lust, which isrooted in his nature, hisown carnal mind, and passions
of themind and body. Satan was not mentioned onetimein thisreference, but the source of the temptation was
clearly identified. The apostle did, however, say something of the devil one time in hisletter, but a man's lust
was not theissue: "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist thedevil, and hewill fleefrom you." James
4:7. Who or what do we suppose was the devil he warned about in thisverse? Surely it had nothing to do with
lust; for James identified the cause of lust earlier as being that of man himself.

In conjunction with that which James said about temptation being that of man's own lust, Paul said much
the same, but drew it out as a personal ongoing war, and throughout those dreadful battles neither did he cite
the devil, not onetime! Let us see aswe read from his own testimony: "For we know that the law is spiritual:
but | am car nal, sold under sin. For that which | do| allow not: for what | would, that do | not; but what | hate,
that dol. If then | do that which | would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. Now then it isno morel
that doit, but sin that dwelleth in me. For | know that in in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing:
for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good | find not. For the good that would | do
not: but the evil which I would not, that | do. Now if | do that | would not, it isno more| that doit, but sin
that dwelleth in me. | find then alaw, that, when | would do good, evil ispresent with me[evil, not thedevil] .
For | delight in the law of God after the inward man (must be an outward man): But | see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing meinto captivity to the law of sin which isin my
member s[sin, not thedevil] . O wretched man that | am! Who shall deliver mefrom thebody of thisdeath?
| thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Sothenwith themind | myself servethelaw of God; but with
the flesh thelaw of sin." Romans 7:14-25.

Paul's discourse between serving the law of God and the law of sin has put many minds in atailspin; and
after reading it, most would take a deep breath of relief in knowing that the war would be won through Jesus
Christ. Understanding that this victory will eventually comeis great; but not knowing the dynamics of the war
makes it very difficult to experience the victory.

It is not our purpose at this time to go into detail concerning these battles, only to say that there are two
minds at war against the other: the spiritual mind that desiresthat which hasitsoriginin Jesus, the heavens, and
the carnal mind that desires that which hasits origin in Adam, the earth.

Can it get any clearer than this? It is the natural, carnal man, and body of flesh that is the culprit wherein
liesthelie of sin. Therewasno devil lurking around every corner waiting for Paul to drop his guard so he could
draw thisrighteous man of God into temptation that would perhapsland himinto thearmsof aharlot. If by some
remote, impossible, chancethat Paul had done something likethat, it would have been dueto having been drawn
away by hisown lusts, not the luring temptations of Satan. Please know, brethren, the body of flesh coupled with
the carnal mind needs no outside help from anyone, not even the devil. This pair does alright on their own.

If thisistrue, you surely question, "Just how doesthis enemy fit into the scheme of things? And if heisnot
tempting people to defile their own moral character, and he is not influencing despots to slaughter millions,
including babies, what is Satan’ srole in the affairs of man?' | am glad you asked! The truth has been speaking
to us from the scriptures for centuries; but religion has done aremarkable job of blinding their subjects from
seeing what it is, and the facade has overflowed into the world.
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When the scriptures speak of either Satan, the devil, or the serpent, each one always hasto do with spiritual
matters between man and God, and it is apparent that the primary objectiveisto sever the bond between them.
When thisis done, man becomes his own god and sole provider of hislivelihood and destiny (unto death and
destruction).

Before continuing, let us note that our English word, Satan, is the trandliterated Hebrew word “ satan.”
It is the same word and is pronounced saw-tawn, which means an adversary.

In the Hebrew language, as it is in English, proper names neither have a definite article (the) nor an
indefinite article (a/an) associated with it. For example, Gypsy (full name is Gypsy Roacha Lee) isthe name
of our cat, and no definite or indefinitie article is ever used in connection with her name. We never call her the
Gypsy, but Gypsy. However, if we spoke of her order of species, we might say the cat’s name is Gypsy, but
never, the cat’ s name is the Gypsy. It just does not work that way, neither in today’ s English nor in times past
of the Greek and Hebrew of the scriptures.

The Hebrew word, satan, of the Old Testament occurs 19 times, and the Greek, satanas, in the New
Testament 37 times. Each instance is with a definite or indefinite article, never once as a proper name.
Therefore, the satan, or a satan is not the Name of an adversary but indicates that a certain entity is an
adversary. For example, God Himself was called a satan, not Satan as a proper name, but a satan, an
adversary: “And hewas an adversary [a satan] to Israel al the days of Solomon....” 1 Kings 11:25.

In both the Old Testament and New Testament, satan isaterm that never refersto anamed individual and
should, therefore, becorrectly trans ated rather than transliterated asaproper noun. By trandliterating theword,
agrave injustice to the truth has been done at the hands of religious men who were inspired by the serpent of
religion. What aruse! What a coverup it has been! But such is only one of the tactics of the liar that finds his
home in the carnal lair of men’s minds.

People arein error when all the evil in the world islinked to Satan; for outside of religion and God using
him asachastening rod of judgment, worldly evil isgenerated by the carnal mind of man and isnever associated
with the devil. Please search this out on your own; but | have found no place in the Bible where it states that
Satan has anything to do with anything but religion and judgment. This adversary is the master of man’'s
religion, and is the father of it. His primary role has aways been separating people from God.

He deceivesthem by transforming himself into an angel of light, so much so, that multitudes bow routinely
to his doctrines, rituals, pompist regalia, teachers, preachers, pastors, bishops, and popes.

Satan’ sground work and inspirationisrooted in the carnal mind. Religionistheroot of hispower. Y ou see,
rather than being an outward diabolic monster who isin charge of torturing billionsin sulfuric flames of hell,
ashehasbeen portrayed, heisvery religious, just like Father Good-Fellow and Sster Percyprim. Heissomeone
you would want to be living next door to you, and being so kindly, he would most likely increase the value of
your property.

Oh, you thought Satan worked in dives of immorality and crack-houses, or he drew his servants into
heinousritualsunder the cloak of darkness, and hethirstsfor the blood of babiesthat ispoured upon crudealtars
with upside-down pentagrams carved in them asimpish demonsgleefully dancearound midnight fires! Brethren,
if that isyour image of Satan and his followers, you have been grossly misled, and | challenge you to produce
one scripture that remotely relates to such foolishness. You may draw my attention to the babies that were
sacrificed to Molech; but that was a heathen practice of people who did not know God, and having been totally
carnal, their world was in the pit of ignorance and fear. Israel was enticed to join them in their idol worship,
which they often did. Even so, thiswasinspired by the spirit of religion, a satan, an adversary to the Living
God. It was areligious practice, and it served its purpose very well by keeping the people very far from Him,
and there were no indications that immoral lusts of the flesh were contributing factors.

Simply put, the scriptures do not indicate to any degree that this adversary is the instrument that tempts
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people to immoral things of theflesh inindividuals' lives. Nor do they suggest the devil istheroot of famines,
drug addiction, prostitution, and murder throughout theworld. Frankly, heismuch moresinister and covert than
this. Even though religious men and regimesinvol ve themselvesin these things, it isthe carnal mind that brings
them into the picture, not the religious minded serpent.

For instance, do we seeany of these characteristicsin the beginning when he becamethefirst liar, thefather
of the lie and of murder—not a murderer like we see of those in the streets of our cities, especially thelarger
cities, but amurderer just the same. He did not cometo Evewith an AK-47 in arage of violence, but in serenity,
speaking soft words of logic that gave her cause to doubt God, thereby, believing that God had lied.

Let us list afew times that Satan had arole to play and see it had nothing to do with tempting people to
inordinate sex, murder, rape, adultery, incest, and the likes, but had everything to do with religion:

1. Thefirst record of thisadversary isin the third chapter of Genesis and is portrayed as a subtle serpent
that persuaded Eve to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. She then gaveit to
her husband to eat. Thisin turn resulted in being separated from God in the same manner that religious
legalism will do. It was man’s way of being like God by his own hand, wit, and might. Self-
righteousness!

2. It was not until 1% Chronicles that the word, satan, was first used. This instance caused David to trust
in numbersrather than God: " And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.
And David said to Joab and to the rulers of the people, go, number Israel from Beer sheba evento Dan;
and bring the number of them to me, that | may know it." 1 Chronicles 21:1-2. David's act was a
religious one that may have been prompted by fear. When there are enemies at your backdoor that could
potentially take your kingdom, the adversary of fear can be a strong motivating factor to trust inthearm
of flesh, horses and chariots, and vast numbers watching your back. Or if not fear, the adversary could
be pride, being lifted in oneself due to having such a mega church of 10,000 or more members. When
kings or preachers count their members, it can lead to self-sufficiencies and the lack of needing God.
Thisisreligion, and it will surely sever men from their trust and fellowship with Him. In essence, it is
telling Him that now that He has brought them this far, we don’t need Y ou. We can do the rest on our
own; for with such numbers, we cannot fail.

3. Thethird time Satan is mentioned makesit very clear that it isareligious event. Itisin thefirst chapter
of Job when the sons of God presented themselves before the LORD, and Satan came among them.
What a Spirit-filled church conference that must have been! Imagine the sons of God coming together
in one place, and, no doubt, in one mind and in one accord! Not only then, but to our present day, this
is where you can count on the religious foe to show up in full regaliafor the trial of the saints’ lives.
With the adversary’ s hand upon Job, religion began its due process. The heavens becamesilent, all was
lost, his festered boil-ridden body was a painful, loathsome mess; thus some of the fruits of the
whispering serpent.

We will not go into detail; but there are other places of the Old Testament that this satan is called into
service; such as, in Psalms 109:6-7 where the wicked who came against David were condemned and a satan
was apart of it. And thenin Zechariah 3:1-2 the adversary resisted Joshua. In the New Testament, the fourth
chapter of Matthew, the third chapter of Mark, and Luke the fourth chapter is the record of the devil tempting
Jesusin thewilderness. In 2nd Corinthians 11: 14 we are told that he transforms himself into an angel of light
and his ministersinto righteousness. In doing so, they would appear to be very holy and with Christ-like love
and radiance. But inall this, and the other referencesof "satan,” thereisnot one place where he tempts people
to commit adultery, homosexuality, promiscuity, pornography or sinsthat find their rootsin the flesh.

Y ou see, the satanisvery religious. It isthe realm in which he works. Some, however, may contest this by
guoting Jesus’ words from John 8:44—"Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.
Hewas a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because thereis no truth in him. When he
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speaketh a lie, he speaketh of hisown: for heisaliar, and the father of it." However, if you will notice, Jesus
was speaking to the religious Pharisees and was not saying that their natural birth was from some sort of
diabolical conception in their mother’ swombs. We all know that He was speaking of spiritual matters, that the
religious spirit by which they lived and imposed on others was that of the adversary which is always opposed
to Jesus Christ. That is simply the nature of the carnal mind.

Thefirst lie ever told was instrumental in the first murder in the history of mankind, and it had to do with
religion, that is, man’srelationship to God. It was committed by the serpent when he told the woman that she
would be like God and not die if she ate the fruit from the tree that she and her husband were commanded not
to eat. Shewasdrawn away from God and enticed as she began to believe thelie. When her lust (Grk. epitumia,
longing) had been conceived, it brought forth sin, and when the sin was finished, it brought forth death James
1:15, and finally to her physical body after death had finished its course afew hundred years|ater. The second
murder was when Cain killed his brother, Abel, which was also areligious murder due to sacrifices offered to
God and His acceptance of Abel’ s sacrifice, and rejection of Cain’s.

It isrealized that evenin light of what the scriptures say, or do not say, such athought isinconceivableto
some; for there is a certain mystical intrigue about a devil, and many are reluctant to release their fabled grip
on the thought of him. For them to not believe in a satan the way they have been taught would be ailmost an
unforgivable blasphemy. Sadly, but it istrue, it isnot unusual for Christian people to view their beliefs about
satan as sacred as their beliefs about God, and to forsake such would be unthinkable.

Notwithstanding, rather than those age-old, religious images being real, this enemy goes about as a
roaring lion devouring everybody possible. Thisisdoneby arraying himself with religious garments(like sheep)
and acting righteous. With such anon-threatening appearance, peopleareeasily drawninto thosereligiouslairs.
Oncethisisdone, those prosel ytized are made two-fold morethe sons of religious hell than thereligious|eader,
as Jesus accused them of doing in Matthew 23:15. Although the pretense is to bring people closer to God,
everything about the imposters steers people away from Him. This enemy is steadily deceiving them by
replacing aliving relationship in Christ Jesus with legalism, rituals, programs, and unprofitable works. To put
it plainly—they are eating deadly fruit of religion from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Religion isan interesting word. It comes from the “Latin, religio which means, to bind anew; re and ligo,
to bind again. Thisword seemsoriginaly to have signified an oath or vow to the gods, or the obligation of such
an oath or vow, which was held very sacred by the Romans.” 1828 Webster’ s Dictionary.

Although ignorance of knowing the true God was common place with the Romans, they werejust as bound
as if they had been captured by an enemy, shackled by chains, and cast into prison. The apostle Paul said
something a ong these lines when hewrote: “Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom inwill wor ship, and
humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.” Colossians 2:23. They
became bound again in their will worship.

The Greek used for will worship is a compound word, ethelo thréskeia.The Strong's definition is:
"voluntary, arbitrary, and unwarranted piety, that is, sanctimony.” And to be reminded, sanctimony is the
quality of being hypocritically devout. Suchisclear evidencethat they have been bound again to the carnal man,
Adam.

Peter said that they werewillingly ignorant of theword of God. 2 Peter 3:5. They weretwicebound by their
religion of regjecting the truth that would make them free.

Thereis apure religion, James wrote about it, saying, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world." James 1: 27. Thistype of religion isministering to the fatherlessand widows, caring for them asif they
are your own, and that comes by being joined to the Lord (re-ligo, bound again).

If we are bound again, when were we bound before? | believe it was when we were created in Him before
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the foundations of the earth were laid. Therefore, the only way the sons of God can bereligiousisto be bound
again to Hein Whom we were originally created, and that religion is a holy union. It has nothing whatsoever
with going to church and being exercised in routine religious practices! Please know, however, that this union
in Christ can be experienced during church services; but it is not going through the motions. Going through the
motions alone is being religious/bound again to that which is of the old man.

The Englishwords, religiousand religion, are used atotal of seventimesintheBibleand areall inthe New
Testament. They come from three Greek words: sebomai (once), loudaismos (twice), and thréskeia (4 times).

Sebomai meansto revere, adore and is used in Acts 13:43, “Now when the congregation was broken up,
many of the Jewsand religious proselytesfollowed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them
to continue in the grace of God.” It is not clear to whom reverence/adoration was directed, to God or to Paul
and Barnabas; but it is clear that “religious’ is not the best English word to have been used here.

In both cases where loudaismos is used is in reference to the Jews religion, or Judaism. Thréskeia, the
religion we are mostly addressing today, aways speaks of an outward demonstration of ceremoniousworship,
accordingto Strong’ s Exhaustive Concordance. Thayer’ sGreek Dictionary confirmsthisby saying: "especially
external, that which consists of ceremonies...religious discipline...."

The root word for thréskeia is throed and means:. to wail, to clamor, that is, to frighten. Do we know
anything that produces more wailing souls, clamoring to appear righteous, and striking fear into the hearts of
people than religion? | can think of none. For instance, ISlam isareligion that incites atremendous amount of
fear. We have read reports and seen news clips of the atrocities committed by the |eaders and the men toward
their wives and children. They recruit children, teens, young men, and sometimes women to become suicide
bombersthat kill and maim hundreds, thousands. These unspeakabl e things are al done in the name of Allah,
and supposedly for Hisglory. It isdifficult for us to understand how people could remain in such areligion, or
if not born into it, how could they willingly join it? Fear! Out of fear! Fear of eternal torment in the afterlife
and/or fear of the religion’s wrath upon them if they leave or disobey. Non-Muslims, especially Christians,
condemn this system of unbendable, merciless laws and arcane beliefs, and rightly so. For the adversary isa
master inthat religion aswell. Those membersare also twicebound. However, their doctrine of eternal torment
in unquenchable fireis very much the same. Y ou will notice that the following quotes from their Koran sound
very much like the beliefs of various Christian denominations:

"Even so God shall show them their works. O bitter regretsfor them! Never shall they issue from the Fire.
S. 2:167"

"Asto those who reject Faith, - if they had everything on earth, and twice repeated, to give as ransom for
the penalty of the Day of Judgment, it would never be accepted of them, theirs would be a grievous penalty.
Their wish will beto get out of the Fire, but NEVER will they get out therefrom: their penalty will be one that
endures. S. 5:36-37"

"Such isthe requital of the enemies of Allah,- the Fire: therein will be for them the Eternal Home: a (fit)
requital, for that they were wont to regject Our Signs. S. 41:28"

"If they accuse thee of falsehood, say: ‘Y our Lord isfull of mercy all-embracing; but from peoplein guilt
never will Hiswrath be turned back.” S. 6:147"

Sounds very familiar, doesn’'t it? And it should; for that diabolical doctrine has been flooding the souls of
men since Jerome wrote the Latin Vulgate around 400 A.D. It wasin that Latin version of the Bible that the
Greek and Hebrew words, aion, and olam (an age or eon), were first translated aeternum (eternal) rather than
aetatis asit should have been (an age or eon). Augustine (354-430 A.D), the Bishop of Hippo in North Africa,
accepted Jerome's Latin translation as being true, and was also responsible for making Hell eternal in the
Western Church. Hedid not know Hebrew or Greek, and hisignorance of those languages hel ped to cement him
in the concept of Jerome’ seternal hell. Augustine not only said that Hell was eternal for the wicked but also for
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anyone who wasn't a Christian. So complete was his thought of God's exclusion of non-Christians that he
considered un-baptized babies as damned. (Ref. The Salvation Conspiracy: How Hell Became Eternal by Dr.
Ken R. Vincent).

The concept of eternal hell spread and was embraced throughout the Roman Catholic church which was
alsoacommon belief with all the paganreligionsinthemiddleeast. Itis, therefore, no small wonder that ISlam’s
prophet, Muhammad, broadcasted the same in his Koran, as the angel, Jibril/Gabriel, supposedly revealed to
him verbally. Think of that! Muhammad was most likely influenced by the church of Rome, and he used the
similar tacticsthat worked for her to gain control over those of the Arab world, which werelshmael’ sdecedents.
There is another story here, but it will have to wait.

We noted four verses from the Koran that speak of God's vengeful, unforgiving, wrathful judgment of
eternal flamesand torment upon the unbelievers. The Christian community hastheir share of like-minded men.
They haveinstilled the spirit of fear in the hearts of the people, and we do not haveto look far to find them. For
instance:

Jonathan Edwards (Newspapersreported peopleleaving his sermons and committing suicidefrom the fear
heinstilled in them.):

"Theworld will probably be converted into a great lake or liquid globe of fire, in which the wicked shall
be overwhelmed, which will always be in tempest, in which they shall be tossed to and fro, having no rest day
and night, vast waves and billows of fire continually rolling over their heads, of which they shall forever befull
of a quick sensewithin and without; their heads, their eyes, their tongues, their hands, their feet, their loinsand
their vitals, shall forever be full of a flowing, melting fire, fierce enough to melt the very rocks and elements;
and also, they shall eternally be full of the most quick and lively sense to feel the torments; not for one minute,
not for one day, not for one age, not for two ages, not for a hundred ages, nor for ten thousand millions of ages,
one after another, but forever and ever, without any end at all, and never to be delivered.

"Hereall judges have a mixture of mercy, but thewrath of God will be poured out upon the wicked without
mixture. Imagine yourself to be cast into a fiery oven...and imagine also that your body wereto lietherefor a
quarter of an hour, full of fire, asfull within and without asa bright coal of fire, all thewhilefull of quick sensg;
what horror would you feel at the entrance of such a furnace? Oh! Then how would your heart sink if you knew
that after millions and millions of ages your torment would be no nearer to an end than ever it was. But your
torment in hell will be immensely greater than thisillustration represents.” The Works of Jonathan Edwards
-1785

"Itisnot aterriblething to a wretched soul, when it shall lieroaring perpetually in the flames of hell, and
the God of mercy himself shall laugh at them; when...God shall mock theminstead of relieving them; when none
in heaven or earth can help them but God, and he shall rejoice over themin their calamity” Richard Baxter
"The Saint's Everlasting Rest"- 1846.

"Forever harassed with a dreadful tempest, they shall feel themselvestorn asunder by an angry God, and
transfixed and penetrated by mortal stings, terrified by the thunderbolts of God, and broken by the weight of
his hand, so that to sink into any gulf would be moretolerablethan to stand for a moment in theseterrors. John
Calvin (Who had some of his theological enemies burned to death in green slow-burning wood.)

"Thereisthe cup of trembling and of wrath. Your hands must takeit, your mouth must drinkit. But you can
never drainit. Thereisno last drop. Infinite vengeance ever fillsit to the brim. Eternal wrath is ever bringing
more. What isthe curse? It isthe endless accumulation of all the miserieswhich God's resour ces can command
and God's power can inflict. It isthe fiery torrent from the lake of fire. It is the pain which cannot be keener,
despair which cannot be blacker, and anguish which cannot be more bitter. It is eternity in the oneness of all
torment.” Dean of Glouchester - Christ In All.

"It would be difficult to measurethe water s of the sea; but it isimpossibleto reckon the ages of a boundless
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eternity. After millions of years it will have only begun. God's wrath in hell will be always ‘wrath to come.’
Many are so tossed in thisworld but they have somerest. There are few tempests without some lull between the
storm. But there is no pause in that storm which falls upon the inhabitants of hell." Bishop Oxenden—L ate
Metropolitan of Canada: Great Truths (his book was misnamed. Colossal Lieswould more appropriate.)

See http://www.tentmaker.org/Quotes/hell-fire.htm for more which are too many to quote here.

Man’s religion is truly awork of the serpent. It is designed to focus peopl€e's attention and energy on an
unchanging, uncompromising, fearful, yet benevolent God who created the human race for the sake of
companionship for those saved, and finding pleasure watching the unsaved writhe in the flames of hell
throughout eternity. He then supposedly imposed a set of laws on them that are impossible to keep, and if
broken, which surely will be, they will suffer unimaginable, unending punishment. If thisis your father, keep
him to yourself. | prefer my Father to be the God who is Love, Unconditional Love, rather than one that sets
conditionson hischildren. Such as, "I love you unconditionally if you say the sinner's prayer and confess Jesus
asyour lord, or if you go to church and have your sins forgiven, or countless other conditions you may have
never heard about."

Instilling fear of an double-minded, omnipotent God has proven to be effectivein keeping the members of
most religionsin acontinual state of submission. Many are afraid to question the supposed intentions of God,
and in many cases, they become almost robotic to their indoctrination. Many are afraid to even express their
frustration as well astheir own individuality. Christians, and othersit seems, are taught that their purpose for
existenceisto believe doctrines, pray, worship God, and to do good deeds. Almost everyone will say that they
wished the sinnerswould not haveto suffer in hell throughout eternity, and if it wasleft up to them, they would
not subject them to such afate; but they are led to believe that their will istotally irrelevant. It seems that they
never give it athought that even though God is merciful, their desires make them more so than Him.

Religious followers believe that they are yielding their will over to aloving God who is really not very
lovely, but just the same, He has their best interests at heart. The fact is, they are handing over their will and
freedomsto religionsand religious peoplethat bind them again, but thistimeinaworld that appearsholy rather
the immoral and reprobate one they may have left.

Having read some of Islam’ sdoctrine on eternal torment of unbelievers, and it isthe same with most other
religions, including quiteanumber that are called Christian, what ismore cruel and twice binding thanreligion?
Can we think of anything more horrid, heartless, and purely evil than satan inspired, manmade religions? |
cannot recall one examplethat is worse. They may have a form of godliness, they may ook holy, and they may
appear righteous; but they deny the truth, the life and saving power of Jesus Christ as Paul wrotein 2 Timothy
3:5. They also search the scriptures and think that in them they have eternal life; but they will not cometo the
One of whom those scriptures speak—JESUS—that they may have life! John 5:39-40.

I now pray that the decades of my unsheathed words have prepared you and shaped your character to bethe
kind of men and women who can endure injustice by speaking the truth rather than to commit injustice by
spreading religious lies!

Elwin R. Roach

The Pathfinder PO Box 4004 Alamogordo NM 88311-4004
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